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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. This Office Action is response to the amendment filed 2/6/2006. 

2. Applicant's amendments to claims 1 - 15 are acknowledged. Consequently, claims 1-15 
are currently pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1 - 7, 9, 12 - 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Berman et al (U.S. 6,502,194 Bl). 

♦ As per claim 1, 

Berman discloses a music piece data managing apparatus comprising: 

- " A storage part for storing music piece data and management data associated therewith 
in a manner allowing additional writing" See Fig. 1, element 100, and 1 16, col. 4, lines 
51-53, col. 5, lines 63 - 65, col. 6, lines 6 - 13. " The storage part" corresponds to the 
memory 116." Management data" corresponds to the artist or tile data that stored 
together with the music pieces (see Fig. 2). As seen in Fig. 1, the storage unit is allowed 
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to write data into the memory for later reproducing. Therefore, this is "allowing for 
additional writing". 

- " A display part for displaying the data management data stored in said storage part and 
display a message to prompt an input operation for instructing an order of reproduction of 
said music piece data" See Fig. Fig. 2, col. 5, lines 42 - 62, col. 6, lines 65 - 66. 

- " A reproducing order generating part for forming reproducing order data to determine an 
order of reproduction of music pieces by correlating said input operation with said 
management data" see col. 7, lines 3 - col. 8, lines 43. 

• "Order of reproduction " see col. 9, lines 7-15. 

• "Said input operation" corresponds to the operation of user to select the music or 
to program the selections. 

- " A data transfer part for transferring said reproducing order data to another storage part 
outside said music piece data managing apparatus" see Fig. 1, element 114. The data is 
transferred from unit 100 to the home audio system (see the abstract). 

♦ As per claim 2, Berman discloses: 

- " Said reproducing order generating part rearranges said management data in accordance 
with the reproducing order of the music pieces and allocates edition numbers representing 
the order of reproduction to said management data, thereby forming the reproducing 
order data" See col. 9, lines 60 - col. 10, lines 2. The user can rearrange the order of 
music pieces according to user's desires (col. 9, lines 12 - 15). The "edition numbers" 
corresponds to the version number in the reference. 

♦ As per claims 3-4, Berman discloses: 



Application/Control Number: 09/982,796 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2161 

- " Said management data includes a music piece name of the music piece data, data 
indicative of attributes of said music piece, and a memory address indicative of a storing 
position of said music piece data in said storage part" see col. 5, lines 51-52. 

♦ As per claims 5, 9, 12, Berman discloses: 

" Said reproducing order generating part generates said reproducing order data and adds 
additional writing data comprising the music piece data and the management data 
associated therewith which have been additionally written onto said storage part to said 
formed reproducing order data" See Fig. 6— 10. 

♦ As per claims 6-7, Berman discloses: 

" A portable data recording medium is used" See col. 5, lines 8-10. 

♦ As per claims 13 - 14, Berman discloses: 

" Said reproducing order data is transferred to said another storage part by using a 
memory medium" see Fig. 1, element 1 14. The data is transferred from unit 100 to the 
home audio system (see the abstract). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 8, 10 - 1 1, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Berman et al (U.S. 6,502,194 Bl) in view of Richard Stokes (U.S. 4,870,515). 
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♦ As per claims 8, 10 - 1 1, 

Berman does not clearly disclose an in-vehicle information reproducing apparatus. Berman 
teaches that the playback unit retrieves the music from the server and provides it to the home 
audio system. However, in the same field of invention, Stokes discloses a method for copy data 
music from one device to another. Berman also teaches that music is transferred to the home 
audio system. The device in Stokes in a portable device and can be equivalent with an in-vehicle 
reproducing apparatus as claimed in the instant claims, comprising: 

" A storage part for storing music piece data and management data associated therewith 
in a manner allowing additional writing" See Fig. 1, Fig. 16, col. 4, lines 49 - col. 5 lines 
10 of Stokes. " The storage part" corresponds to the tape that recorded the music pieces. " 
Management data" corresponds to the artist or tile data that stored together with the 
music pieces (see abstract). As seen in Fig. 1, the tape is allowed to write data into the 
tape for later reproducing. Therefore, this is "allowing for additional writing". 
- "A transfer data reading part for reading the reproducing order data transferred by said 
data transfer media" See col. 1, lines 9 - 14col. 5, lines 37 - 40, col. 6, lines 34 - 40 of 
Stokes. 

" A reproduction control part for collating the reproducing order data read by said 
transfer data reading part with the management data stored in said storage part and 
controlling reproduction of the music piece data stored in said storage part based on the 
order of reproduction designated by said reproducing order data" See col. 9, lines 17 - 
20, col. 2, lines 3 -38. 
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It would have been obvious torn one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to apply the teaching of Stokes into the invention of Berman because the combination 
would provide the user more convenience in playing music by different devices. 
♦ As per claim 15, Stokes discloses: 

- " Said reproducing order data is transferred to said another storage part by using a radio 
wave apparatus" See col. 5, lines 1 1 - 34 of Stokes. 

Response to Arguments 
7. Applicant's arguments filed 2/6/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

a. Applicant argues that the Berman reference fails to disclose " a data transfer part 
for transferring reproducing order data to another storage part outside said music piece 
data managing apparatus" (page 8 of the Remark). The Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Referring to Fig. 1, music data is transferred from the audio material server 104 to the 
home audio system using the play back unit 100. Therefore, the play back unit 100 also is 
considered as part of "data transfer part" as claimed in the invention. Using this system, the data 
(music) is transferred from server (Fig. 4, element 412, col. 8, lines 30 - 35). The "reproducing 
order data" corresponds to the order of data (songs) that user selects or programs in order to 
reproduce data from the server. When the server sends the data (songs) to the playback unit, this 
data is in ordered as set by the user. Therefore, the "reproducing order data" corresponds to the 
list of songs that the server sends to the user. 
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b. Applicant argues that the Berman reference fails to disclose " a data transferred in 
the reference is music for listening, not reproducing order data that is formed to 
determine an order of reproduction of music pieces" (page 9 of the Remark). The 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

As discussed above, the "reproducing order data" corresponds to the order of data (songs) 
that user selects or programs (col. 9, lines 13 - 15) in order to reproduce data from the server. 
When the server sends the data (songs) to the playback unit, this data is in ordered as set by the 
user. Therefore, the "reproducing order data" corresponds to the list of songs that the server 
sends or reproduces to the user. 

c. Applicant argues that the Berman reference fails to disclose " reproducing order 
data that is formed by rearranging management data in accordance with a reproducing 
order of music pieces and allocating edition numbers representing the order of 
reproduction" (page 9 of the Remark). The Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

The "reproducing order data" corresponds to the list of songs that the server sends or reproduces 
to the user. The user selects (Fig. 3, element 302 - 304) or programs (col. 9, lines 13 - 15) the 
list of songs that user wants to download from the server. Therefore, this list of songs is 
equivalent to the "rearranging management data". The "edition numbers" corresponds to the 
version of song in the references. 



Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

- Taira et al (U.S. 6,016,381) discloses an apparatus for reproducing information. 

- Kajiyama et al (U.S. 6,283,764 B2) discloses a storage medium playback system and 
method. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CamLinh Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-4024. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frantz Coby can be reached on 571 - 272 - 4017. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 - 273 - 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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